WAAF Costume Guide

The military uniforms of WW2 are an iconic part of the period. We're hoping to create a
strong look for the game which sticks quite closely to accurate clothing. That said, we’re
conscious of cost and so small variations will be expected, as well as accurately reflecting
the early years of the war, when uniforms were in short supply, frequently privately
purchased and changing design reasonably regularly. Women were generally issued a lot of
men’s kit, and some of it never fit correctly.
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General information

For those looking for a bit more guidance, this is a great guide to the uniform, although it
goes into far more detail than we really need to!


http://www.wadhamsfamilyhistory.co.uk/FortiesWAAFuniform.htm

WAAF - Essentials

These items are the basis of the WAAF costume. We’ve managed to find all of these items

quite cheaply online and estimate a complete basic costume should cost no more than about
L

£55 even if you need to buy everything.
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Shirt - A blue/grey colour button up blouse with no pockets. Men’s can be worn with the
pockets removed, Link 1, 2, 3

Tie - Made from woven black wool or a non shiny synthetic. Charity shops and ebay are
good for these, Link 1, 2, 3

Skirt - Blue wool barathea in an a-line shape. Ideally without a pleat but with is perfectly
acceptable! Note - if you're planning to buy a jacket as well, look for the ‘Number 1 Heavy
weight’ style of skirt as this will match the fabric of the jacket. Number 2 fabric is slightly
different but will look fine on its own! Surplus versions are all over eBay Link 1, 2, 3

Stockings - 40 denier tights, grey, Link 1

Shoes - Plain black lace-up shoes with a minimal heel, shiny but not patent, Link 1, 2



http://www.uniformstores.co.uk/raf--air-cadets-womans-wedgewood-shirt-long-sleeve-15-p.asp
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/164775110875?itmmeta=01HY1FV91XBXTHFXJ05R0722P2&hash=item265d5ca8db:g:hzcAAOSwCtlgWMS~&itmprp=enc%3AAQAJAAAA4I0cTUPEdU5he%2FcKAs8hOKggyw7xqSRHwXcVTNVb1HGPEbDVsq2MH8C9K6sJFEaZKoXcMsupzZuGvdxXXhbCE2C2cvSzFcDYYKo4inaQ7V0Z%2BRMO5o8VlhPt6LfGKKM%2B57FyrsGpAYNItfy%2BvIQ3P%2FXOaxPu%2BLMcgJ%2FYfn%2F26jFccAtknP6jmGG28pabtgwqxFBSW8R9TTaA9tU6as8QDT2j1NYGoeKczc2p0%2Bn63Uk%2FuPcb2RHHARUrxwoEM69o3WdNmoOk7n91UOqvZITFw88ZpqogFdBeys0HWG4iMSDf%7Ctkp%3ABFBMiJHtr_Bj
https://www.cadetdirect.com/mans-royal-air-force-blue-shirt-long-sleeve
https://www.tiesplanet.com/ties-c1/plain-ties-c9/plain-black-matte-finish-short-length-machine-washable-tie-p16020/s16309?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=plain-black-matte-finish-short-length-machine-washable-tie-101201&utm_campaign=product%2Blisting%2Bads&cid=GBP&glCurrency=GBP&glCountry=GB&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw3ZayBhDRARIsAPWzx8pb5v71PFQ_xUSBZMoheAHAmUfD__unkTalLtStX0gxEeKj_6UzVDUaAmqFEALw_wcB
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/254269160066?var=553717859249&itmmeta=01HY1FXHPQGV5QMW75K8T69T90&hash=item3b339f7a82:g:t5AAAOSw5B5dCXES&itmprp=enc%3AAQAJAAAAwNC8oIb8XtjrDKGDeTBBHG44zbFMciCrl2vSpmqv5Kb2WMFCd8cYIb1BJ%2FAVaj9I%2BoYtZpaNwmn%2BR6uTFVRlYd601CJLTlSic2%2FrXkTo1ygXvoilOB0MFaeKSTovXmpCbYiAG7y0gj4hdkUH%2FA31Yii3J7sw0Bs9Mq%2FSVw5093Kuxlzs13vn2YopTYO8y0fPozbyHVfFaVAzcZu0Qas9YkOZeaqUQtDL5sIVyVFGCBNCHlyK7nR3Vh1GtQv9SaUCMQ%3D%3D%7Ctkp%3ABk9SR7ab9q_wYw
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/shop-re-enactment/british-ww2/womens-clothing-equipment-insignia/clothing-womens/waaf-black-tie.html
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Genuine-British-WRAF-Womans-No2-Dress-Royal-Air-Force-Skirt-All-Sizes-NEW/401433767263?hash=item5d77512d5f:m:mB42-7iknADsQqmkMv3FMtA
https://thehistorybunker.co.uk/WW2-Ladies-WAAF-service-dress-skirt?search=waaf&description=true
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/shop-re-enactment/british-ww2/womens-clothing-equipment-insignia/clothing-womens/waaf-skirt-women-s-auxiliary-air-force-skirt-14062.html
http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/40-or-60-or-100-Denier-Womens-Opaque-Microfibre-Tights-23-Fashionable-Colours-/172385811920?var=471213793411&hash=item2822febdd0:g:gnMAAOSwImRYDjFI
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/UK-BRITISH-ARMY-SURPLUS-ISSUE-G1-LADIES-BLACK-LEATHER-PARADE-SHOE-UK-3-9-UNIFORM-/192074337108?_trksid=p2385738.m2548.l4275
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/shop-re-enactment/british-ww2/womens-clothing-equipment-insignia/clothing-womens/womens-black-parade-shoes.html

Sewing

Sewing your own uniform is also an option, if you fancy it! Eva found us a perfect looking
jacket pattern and a whole pinterest board dedicated to re-making a uniform! There’s also a
good sewing quide for the skirt, which is very simple.

For fabric, there are some similar looking wools and synthetic fabrics available on ebay from
time to time, or you can always go directly to Hainsworth, who make the real RAF uniform
fabrics.

Hiring

There are a few companies hiring out complete WAAF uniforms, if this is easier for you than
buying the bits separately. Maddermarket theatre is our recommended rental company, and
we are able to collect and return any costumes hired for the game. Please simply state that
the rental is for Wing and a Prayer when you make contact.

Other companies include: Angels, 1940s Costume Hire, Masquerade.

Optional Extras to Buy
These items are optional extras. There’s no need to get these, but if you're looking for ways
to add to your kit, this is where we’d recommend starting.

Hat - WAAF kind, relevant to rank. Other ranks, Officers

Jacket - Reproduction or altered RAF jacket. Dont worry too much about altering a modern
men’s jacket to look 1940s, but if you want there’s a (somewhat sexist, sorry) guide here.
Link 1, Modern RAF jacket. NB. If you choose to buy a jacket, please check the
Uniform Badges guide to make sure that you get the correct rank badging added.

PT kit - Blue shorts, white aertex t-shirt, black plimsolls, white socks. PT (physical training),
and sports will be entirely optional out-of-game, but if you want to participate you'll need
something to wear. These don’t have to be spot on at all! Anything vaguely correct will be

fine. Shorts example, Shirt example, plimsolls

Handbag - Usually a gas mask bag, a black leather bag in 40s style could also be used.

Helmet - Standard WW2 style but needs to be RAF grey, Link 1. Some more information on
helmets here

Great coat - Full length, double breasted RAF wool coat - it's unlikely to be cold enough to
need (or want) one of these, but if you have one by all means bring it! Easy to find on Ebay

Pyjamas - Blue and white striped pyjamas - shirt and trousers style (anything that fits this
description should be fine as you’ll be wearing them in the dark mostly!) Example


https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/568931365420768066/feedback/?invite_code=f5fcb121a65f4b6b937fc0ec4a07fac4&sender_id=568931502834843815
https://www.pinterest.dk/victoriaabirmin/ww2-waaf-uniform/?autologin=true
http://the-sewing-box.blogspot.co.uk/2015/02/waaf-skirt-or-how-to-make-4-panel-skirt.html
http://www.hainsworth.co.uk/apparel/uniform/true-heritage/
http://maddermarket.co.uk/about/costume-hire/
http://www.angelsfancydress.com/hire-gallery/hire-uniform/#
https://www.1940scostumehire.co.uk/waaf-gladys-outfit-hire
https://masqueradeshop.co.uk/costume/waaf-uniform/
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/shop-re-enactment/british-ww2/womens-clothing-equipment-insignia/clothing-womens/waaf-aircraft-womens-sd-cap-ww2-raf-peaked.html
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/shop-re-enactment/british-ww2/womens-clothing-equipment-insignia/clothing-womens/officers-cap-waaf-raf-womans-auxiliary-air-force-service-dress.html
http://www.wadhamsfamilyhistory.co.uk/1940sRAFUniformGuidanceV3feb2011.pdf
https://thehistorybunker.co.uk/WWII-ladies-WAAF-service-dress-tunic
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Genuine-British-RAF-No1-Royal-Air-Force-Dress-Uniform-Jacket-Tunic-All-Sizes/132291931926?hash=item1ecd36af16:m:mE5LNwrN4SYUfMBHfZEtDLQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wingandaprayer.org.uk%2Fassets%2FUniform-Badges.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2csmcjRd0JVbfa1_BMn7Iox6m70wCKEpjTt7X1RXrLbDHlzEbKJd7Td2g_aem_AdSt1DERa7CDpUaQ2fiK3nDzimfk6iDtEymWfXbVMG1FMqec9rHQI2vot6rtPl-3vQD85_Nr53coZr9NrScL2iLh&h=AT3pmmVW3DhAS-gqsiNuRyPTe9DaOzY2qxerBzMoyu-1dJ-D9SQt53qYCsTH4waann7h32ZnonziGtcvmVDdUvxbxl5LYKEeYQlpBeQlt6FV1qqY5PMpwnTmz01odjowVio
https://www.ebay.co.uk/i/222270292180?chn=ps&var=521106654210&adgroupid=43920634520&rlsatarget=pla-359427365517&abcId=1063846&adtype=pla&merchantid=113076210&googleloc=9045631&device=c&campaignid=797602469&crdt=0
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/173910717803?var=472664491759&itmmeta=01HY1GCF9VJG4WTGDGVCWNEPWB&hash=item287de2f56b:g:jlMAAOSwBQtc5VAu&itmprp=enc%3AAQAJAAAA4LM5xKe0zy3Hr4s2uLhutOKz3BEQ3yFb3GC6aPLCQmK4CN6yiFyHppSXckXOQzWEvOENFJ4Gn%2F5wMv8qksdaHKmEljWcwnD4CK832TBNjJuK%2FV%2F7eHBADqOiDgN7JC14elC3zny%2FsrDvTl1DSfCl6RMeNFAkLhA8PTfMWRoo8X2dEL5FeaI18CBgNQHt5wmWZIb68aYWrv%2F6GMh6HA6wv9pCRBCySNHAcGUhmp40AytBlUJlePozjnO0jMNaJ8%2Fo6oNlwWaMo7m4XzC%2B6BsgaibdlpzYiUoJVlsO3ZpDpdGv%7Ctkp%3ABk9SR4L1sbDwYw
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/251314292617?var=550267462396&itmmeta=01HY1GDEWVY5QMB23YEPX5ZG0E&hash=item3a837fc789:g:CRIAAOxy0bRTGFyM&itmprp=enc%3AAQAJAAAA4FCf%2FOIbItXEQF3zJ21vlorVIDp6rSsoH3g72JV3PsF9cYB5QT8WQr5zOLarCN3x6PKjkHJ0qcodDpQUMwKDNTl9MAskysh20D5jZZ7pFoRNyKnq%2B19qB9nBB6rPVH8auWTND1P0qTGgnk%2F49rf4D2UncIcvksFwIqQecwKvn9EwinHy4BQnbxO9onjc0iRyqEzaltSP3sV3PAaP587Dbnh7eKgsKztcyKxAemayJJciepfWX7j%2FYErKDKcQ6of%2FrQcdAJVB1rthQ8AIpeg08nYG1iEI%2B0DTXAgX88%2B%2Buydu%7Ctkp%3ABk9SR8TutbDwYw
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/british-mkvii-gas-mask-bag.html
https://www.epicmilitaria.com/ww2-british-brodie-helmet.html
http://www.wadhamsfamilyhistory.co.uk/RAFsteelhelmetrestoration.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Global-Womens-Drawstring-Bottoms-Stripes/dp/B08BNQ6F17/ref=sr_1_7?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EIaJAeNWoLNfRtX6q02TF0w9MxwZpWMlX7xpkoIH5LzInefnPz6ZKEoS9Fe0IN7j9guO7a6N3V9yvKaFOgW5T-fU4T1CxnQ4vY2a0PCtqObQNZ9sMm230uLUYvkBGwGL2-UpJtrbMhq_-unc6BVVnO9vvY7WiRhEiMrAEkqG0E_v-OM1Yg6Zc0kgCONeHmgxsV-45CdmfyaUJq7h4h3b-HQchRBxd2BKUNnGdwadbiJS16gf6BI2iHqq-75APhitegUouNuebXt4Wrn9fgD7CBVPH0xocJV6nLbrvR4KLUY.DNu7agc0MDfk0TKBi8d6nE8Jf9o95_dX5nuzQNcAL9Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=Striped+Pyjamas&qid=1715891037&sr=8-7

WAAF - Hair and make-up

Make-up should be on the more simple, natural and understated side for WAAFs on duty. A
good guide can be found here. More hair and make up tutorials. Not wearing make-up is
also fine.

Hair should be tied back in a bun, plait or ponytail, or a more ‘professional’ 40s style. Loose
hair is not allowed on shift.

For the evenings feel free to draw from any of the earlier 1940s styles!

The Dance
All characters are welcome to wear civilian clothes in any late 1930s or early 40s style at the
dance should they prefer that to their uniform.

The most common thing to wear to this sort of dance (other than uniform) seems to have
been a ‘tea dress’ or a skirt suit. There’s plenty of inspiration out there for this sort of
costume and thankfully loads of modern dresses in this style! Aim for an a-line skirt, puffed
or padded shoulders and a nipped in high waist.
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https://vintagemakeupguide.com/1940s-look/
https://www.youtube.com/user/diaryofavintagegirl/videos
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